Case 3- Whose Fault is it Anyway? 

1. Are there other people or entities not mentioned in the case that have a role in

cyberethics education? How?

I believe the teachers are responsible for the role in cyberethics as well.  They need to teach students the proper way of citing references so they prove that they got the information from another source. Giving credit to those who deserve the create while instilling cyberethics in the students conduct on the internet. I know that the government itself has a huge role in the ethics of the cyber world.  There should be seminars and requirements if receiving funds for websites for educators and administrators.

2. Who do you think (if anyone) should be held accountable for the incident in the

Melbourne City School system?

I believe that not one person should be held accountable.  In this case the superintendent was the one because he is the head of the school system and it is his position to take responsibility.  The fault should be on the lack of information and resources they didn’t have on how to incorporate cyberethics through their school to prevent this.  The total amount was preposterous because no school has that much money and can afford a fine that large. The lack of information should fall on the shoulders of who gave them the grant but not entirely because the government sets up the ethics for the cyber world and should make sure users know the proper protocol. 

3. Do you think Mr. Fuller did enough to rectify the situation? Why or why not?

Mr. Fuller did what was needed by educating his staff on the wrongs they did by not having cyberethics and not putting anyone at fault. Instead he made it positive by educating them so they won’t make this mistake again. The students were unaware of their actions and should not be punished but instead taught the proper way and enforced to use it.  Rules should be set into place if someone breaks them and consequences need to be explained.

4. What essential components should comprise a quality cyberethics education

initiative?

Educators, administrators and students should be informed on the seriousness of copyrighting, privacy and security, and also know the appropriate use of technology.  They should be given rules and consequences if the rules are broken. It is a serious matter and I would even frame the fine so students can see the visual comparison. 

5. What is the role of an Acceptable Use Policy in a school? (student, the teacher, the

administrator, parent?)

The role of an AUP is to make sure the students, teachers, and administrators all have read, understood and would follow what it states and be aware of the consequences. The rules need to be in place to ensure this issue of a fine does not consistently occur. Credit needs to be given to the people that make these websites and programs. 

Case 5- Cyberbulling

1. Pretend that you are Sara, what would you have done differently if you were in her

place? If you were one of Sara’s parents, would you have done anything differently? If

so, describe how you would have reacted differently.

I would have not ignore the serious cyber bullying that was occurring.  I would talk to my best friend or a school counselor.  They are in confidence so no one will know she did or said anything.  If I were her parents I would have looked into it closer. Explain that we were not upset but noticed a change in her.  I would then discuss this with the principal of her school to ensure that I got the whole story and to let them be aware of the situation.  I would have been open and understanding because this is a serious incident that needs addressed. It is happening more and more in our society and students are becoming depressed, commit suicide or harm others in school shootings. 

2. Sara demonstrates many of the warning signs associated with being a victim of cyberbullying.

Discuss these warning signs. Research online articles and journals to find

other warning signs.

Sara was hiding in her room claiming to do homework.  She did not talk about school or friends at school. They noticed she was depressed and anti-social.  

Other signs include:

Constantly checking your phone or email and becoming upset

Moodiness

Avoiding school, faking illnesses

Drop in grades

Not participating in regular extra-curricular activities

http://www.hazelden.org/web/public/rmmay10_bullying.page

3. Once Sara’s parents and teachers identify the problem, what policies and procedures

can the school put in place to prevent future incidents from occurring?

Sara should enter some sort of counseling to ensure she is able to talk about it and work through some issues.  Evidence is needed to go for the students responsible to ensure this doesn’t happen again. They need to be punished through some sort of community volunteer program where they see the negative effects of bullying. The school should make the policies to ensure their consequences are followed through. Her parents should limit her time on the internet and also watch for any other signs that she may hurt herself or others. Having her participate in things she enjoys and where no computers are around. 

4. What should happen to the student(s) responsible for the incidents of cyberbullying?

Like I stated before the students involved should have to do community service at a program that works with bullied teens.  They should volunteer their time and energy to see what the negative effects of bullying are and hopefully this will stop future incidents.  I believe they should take down the site, offer a written and oral apology to Sara and her family.  IN worse cases in school suspension should be set in place where the student has to be separated from their peers during normal classes and be taught in a detention setting. 

Case 6- Social Networking

(1) Should the blue team be prohibited from the use of social networks on school

premises for this fundraising opportunity?

I don’t believe they should but I think I would direct them to do a free website that is not linked to the social networks and instead is its own site that can be accessed at school.  There can be a link to the social site where people can make comments, but I would make sure they can’t post during school hours. 

(2) Is the county wide block of social networks hindering the students’ ability to

develop critical communication skills?

I believe students can access it from their cell phones to other personal devices.  The limitation is strictly there for students who wrong the system and post things that are not compatible with the school policies. My best friend had a high school class use Facebook as a discussion boards and the rules were clearly stated and consequences with it as well. They need to learn responsibility but also have the freedom to access social networks.

(3) Should Mr. Edwards be less concerned with the students’ promotional methods,

and more concerned with the amount of money each team is bringing in?

No because he will be held responsible and so will his students.  They are doing this for a good cause and they don’t want to hinder their name or cause more grief to their community.

(4) Would the blue team lose a substantial amount of donations if Mr. Edwards were to

stop them from using the social network as a promotional method?

I believe they would lose money that they can’t afford to use.  I would make an agreement with the administrators to ensure that your best interest was at heart and make sure all the students know that you are sticking your neck out for them. So to speak.  This can do good for a helpful cause and one wrong move the site will be taken down and another form of earning money will have to be set in place. 

Case 7 Cell phone:Tool for Cheating

1. If you were the teacher, how would you handle this situation?

I would have addressed the issue but I would do the same as the teacher in the story and give both students a zero. If the problem happened again I would give them both a failing grade for the class.

2. As a teacher, would you ban all cell phones in your classroom?

I would and I would make sure we might have a free time where students can check messages or email or missed calls.  I am also teaching at an elementary level so I don’t see this as a big issue that you need to check your phone.  I would collect them or make them silence them and leave them in their locker. 

3. What should happen to Laura and Jessica?

I believe both Jessica and Laura should receive zeros for that test. They were caught cheating and this is a breach of breaking the rules.  A lot of schools instill a zero tolerance and as a teacher you need to instill those rules and consequences.  I would make them write an essay exam and then only take a part of the percentage. 

4. Should cell phones be prohibited in schools? If so, how do you make parents feel

that their kids are safe at school? And how can a policy be enforced?

I believe you can put restrictions but not ban them from schools. Students will have them to connect with their friends or contact their parents after school.  I think parents would get upset if they didn't have phones to contact their children and also they would hear them complain and protest it. I would enforce the policy and make sure students followed it by making them put them up in my class.  

